
COVID-19 testing 
(testing for novel coronavirus SARS-CoV-2) 

Testing for COVID should only be performed on appropriate patients at this time.  

• Testing is ordered through Epic using the order 
“Respiratory panel/COVID ordering” (inpatient and ED) or 
“Covid-19 Order Panel” (outpatient).  This will order the 
respiratory panel (RVP) testing and COVID send-out 
testing, as well as isolation orders for ED/inpatient. 

• The sample collected will be tested first using our 
current respiratory panel.  If the respiratory panel is 
negative, then the sample will be sent out for COVID 
testing at NYS-DOH.   

• If the respiratory panel testing is positive for any of the 
organisms on that panel, then the COVID testing will be 
canceled.  The COVID test result in Epic will show the 
phrase: “Respiratory Panel results suggest COVID-19 PCR 
is not indicated. Contact Microbiology at 315.464.4459 if 
further testing is required.”  

• If there is a strong clinical suspicion that the pathogen 
detected by the RVP testing does NOT account for the 
clinical picture, contact the laboratory and override 
cancellation of the COVID testing. (this should be a rare 
occurrence) 

 

 

 

 

Note: 

The respiratory panel (Epic code LAB8889) tests for 4 common coronavirus species (as well as other common causes of 
respiratory diseases), but does NOT detect SARS-CoV-2 


