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IP Provider 

 

C. difficile Order Updates 
and OPA 

ADULT INPATIENTS ONLY 
Excluding Behavioral Health Areas 

 

EPIC SYSTEM UPDATE 

Overview of Feature / Changes 
Effective April 14, 2025: The Initiate C. difficile admission testing protocol was created and is in some Adult Admission 
order sets excluding Behavior Health areas. New modifications have been made to the C. difficile PCR order and a 
modified OPA has been created based on Policy IC D-03 Clostridioides (Clostridium) difficile Policy/Procedure. This 
helps detect community-acquired C. difficile infections earlier to avoid incorrect reporting of hospital-acquired infections 
while reducing unnecessary testing, unnecessary antibiotic usage, and support appropriate treatment decisions. 

The Order 
Initiate C. difficile admission testing protocol will direct the RN to complete the new C. difficile admission testing 
assessment and order a Community Acquired Diarrhea Panel should testing be indicated. This order is placed in Adult 
Admission order sets (excluding Behavioral Health Areas) or used as a one-off order. 

                                    

The C. difficile PCR order displays banners and relevant GI/Stool documentation, stool softener/laxative medication 
administrations, and any existing lab results for C. difficile. Questions dynamically display for loose stools and 
laxatives/stool softeners administered based on the documentation in the chart. This information supports decision-
making based on the updated guidelines and assists in addressing questions in the order. 
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Updated OPA  
Based on the questions, when placing the C. difficile PCR order, the updated Our Practice Advisory displays to ensure 
appropriate decision-making during the ordering process. If testing is not clinically indicated (less than 3 loose stools 
within the last 24 hours or stool softeners/laxatives administered within the last 48 hours) the order will require a 
second signature (Tier 2).  
The information for loose stools and medications dynamically changes based on why the OPA triggered. If it is triggered 
because of laxatives/stool softeners, utilize MAR hold and reassess the patient. Click the hyperlink or cancel the OPA 
and go to Manage Orders. 
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