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& Clinicians 

 

Epic Beaker 

Implementation 
Upgrade to New Laboratory 

Information System 
 

 

EPIC SYSTEM UPDATE 

Overview of Feature / Changes 
Effective June 21, 2025: SUNY Upstate will go live with Beaker. This is Epic’s clinical laboratory information system (LIS) 

designed to streamline laboratory workflows, manage patient records, and facilitate communication between lab staff 

and healthcare providers.  Benefits to this integration include improved efficiency, enhanced accuracy, better 

communication, and data-driven decision making. 

Providers will see slight changes in the orders with new options for specimen ordering and collections workflows.  We 

encourage you to review your specific workflow education using the links on page 2. 

Orders: Specimen Type & Source 
Orders are updated to require a Specimen Type & Specimen Source for labs, cultures, urine, etc.  Quick buttons can be 

used to select commonly used options.  Additional options can be found using the search field (magnifying glass).  

▪ Type: The physical classification of the material being collected; abscess, body fluid, bone, swab, tissue, etc. 

▪ Source: Location of the body where the specimen was taken. Blood and urine have special sources that are more 

descriptive of the type of blood/urine collected. 
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Add-On Orders 
For Add-ons, Beaker has a great new feature!  If the new order qualifies to be used on a previously collected specimen, 

the system will suggest an Add-on. When ordering a lab as an Add-On, a new order question, “Add to specimen 

collected (time of previous collection)?” will automatically display in the Manage Orders sidebar highlighted in yellow.  

The provider can choose to Use Existing Specimen in the order composer.  

 

 
  

• When selecting Add-on- STAT cannot be used as a frequency.  

• The lab may not be able to complete the Add-on. For Inpatient, the lab will process this as a new order and 

automatically update the Nurse Work List for collection. For Ambulatory and Procedural areas, the lab will call 

the office or the appropriate area. 

 

Preference Lists - Important 
With the Beaker Go Live, replacements for source and type have automatically been made whenever possible, but some 

orders need new source and type selections to be made by you the first time they are used. These can then be favorited 

again, and the new selections will be there for future orders.  

• Click IP Prov Add or Edit Preference List Orders to access a tip sheet for guidance on editing or adding new 

Preference List Orders.  

All Provider Updates 
• Please click Provider: Beaker Retiring & New AP Orders click to review the specifics. 

• Click Results Review Changes RBC to review changes due to Beaker Blood results & how they display in Results 

Review. 
 

Department Specific Education 
 

• IP PROV: Beaker at a Glance (Inpatient/L&D-Obstetrics) 
 

• ASAP (Emergency Department) 
 

• Beacon (Oncology) 

https://www.upstate.edu/training/intra/epic/documents/ip_add_edit_preference_list_orders.pdf
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.upstate.edu%2Ftraining%2Fintra%2Fepic%2Fdocuments%2Fip_prov_beaker_retiring_new_ap_orders.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CRelfJ%40upstate.edu%7C760f148461ca4860c8f008dd9930daed%7C5cf50a665e2641dd89f883cf73ffee98%7C0%7C0%7C638835157295087068%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vTUtey8M9vMM%2FA8%2FSowwOemZSJ6TaMvHcyTlOtBZxaw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.upstate.edu/training/intra/epic/documents/results_review_changes_rbc_beaker.pdf
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.upstate.edu%2Ftraining%2Fintra%2Fepic%2Fdocuments%2Fip_prov_beaker_at_a_glance.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CRelfJ%40upstate.edu%7C760f148461ca4860c8f008dd9930daed%7C5cf50a665e2641dd89f883cf73ffee98%7C0%7C0%7C638835157295063511%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Cnb5UPLpsUp3y4gXQK28rS2sRIe6kCRnSFo8n3O3z70%3D&reserved=0
https://www.upstate.edu/training/intra/epic/documents/ed_add_on_lab_ordering_upstate_epic_tip_sheet.pdf
https://www.upstate.edu/training/intra/epic/documents/beaker_beacon_lab_orders_in_beacon_treatment_therapy_suppotive_care_plans.pdf

