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Important Dates
Writing the 2025 NCOM Summer Fellowship Application 
Webinar (virtual presentation) 

Wednesday, December 11th at 1 PM

Call for Applications Friday, December 13th 

Applications Due Friday, February 7th  

Students Informed of Decisions Friday, April 4th  

Fellowship 8-wk 
Start and End Dates 
Between May-Aug*
2 weeks early start may take place 
during Fall and Spring Semesters (2024-
2025)

Determined by you and your mentor











Submit the full package to 
Meds4Research@upstate.edu FAO: Ms. Katie 
Stuenzi.

Call for Applications – Friday December 13, 2024 
Applications Due – Friday February 7, 2025 
Decisions announced – Friday April 4  2025



Applications are due 4 PM, Friday, February 7th  2025

To apply, students must submit, as one PDF, their completed application 
to Meds4Research@upstate.edu (Katie Stuenzi).

2025 NCOM Summer Research Fellowship

mailto:Meds4Research@upstate.edu


Application:

1. Student Summer 
Research Application
Cover Sheet.



Applications are due 4 PM, Friday, February 7th  2025

To apply, students must submit, as one PDF, their completed application 
to Meds4Research@upstate.edu (Katie Stuenzi).

2025 NCOM Summer Research Fellowship

mailto:Meds4Research@upstate.edu


Application:

2. A letter from the student



202Summer Research Fellowship



Summer Research Fellowship 
Application- Proposal

A brief research proposal (1-2 pages) written by the student in 

collaboration with the faculty mentor. The proposal should 

include a brief statement of research aims, overall significance, 

summary of the techniques to be used, timeline and a plan for 

analysis of data, and a statement explaining how this research 

proposal fits into the PIs larger research program. Citations may 

(or not) be included in a separate page. 



Follow the guidelines otherwise the application will
be returned back to you!



Application: 1-2 pages
3. A brief research proposal (1-2 pages) written by the student in collaboration with the 

faculty mentor. 

Background: 1/3 of page; include references in a separate page if you need to.

Rationale and hypothesis:

Research aims (2 or 3max):  
 - aim 1
 - aim 2
 - aim 3
Methods/Techniques to be used for: 
- Aim 1
- Aim 2
- Aim 3

Overall significance:
How your proposed work will move the field forward

Timeline: (describe what part you will be doing during Fall/Spring semester)
- Week 1-2 (cell culture)
- Week 3-4
- Week 5-7
- Week 8 (data analysis)

Describe how you will divide your time.

Integration into long term PI research goals

References (references can be on a separate page)



Background paragraph

• Opening sentence
 Introduce the subject
 Hook the reviewer

• A factual statement – what we know
 The reviewers will understand the topic
 Previous data or data from the lab
 Cite few references

• Gap or lack of knowledge
 State what is not yet known

• What is the need
 What needs to be done to solve the problem

• What will happen if we do nothing about the problem
 State the potential consequences



Rationale and hypothesis

• This paragraph provides your solution to the problem

• State the objective of your research. 
To determine …

• State the hypothesis of your project. Can be tested.
You will test it by doing the proposed research.

• State the rationale (basically this is a sentence where 
you will state that your results will help avoiding the
consequences if the problem is not solved).



Specific Aims

• 2 or 3. Can be completed in 8 weeks.

• You are testing the hypothesis with these aims

• Aims are written as Why not as What

• Key words: Determine, identify, Elucidate

• Each Aim functions independently



Methods/Techniques to be used

• Separately for each aim

• Briefly Describe the methods you will use

• State if a technique/method is routinely used by the 
mentor

• State if your mentor provides you with the 
necessary support; tools are available

• State the statistical program if it is needed for your 
analysis.



Overall significance and payoff

• How your work will add to the current knowledge

• How do you expect your results to move the field 
forward

• State the expected outcomes (eg. Upon completion…)

• State the positive impact of your research in the field



Timeline: 
describe what part you will be doing during 

the Fall/Spring semester

- Week 1-2 (cell culture)
- Week 3-4
- Week 5-7
- Week 8 (data analysis)

- Describe the process. 

- Week 1: train in cell culture, discussions with 
mentor 

- Week 2 : eg take measurements from controls
- Week 3: eg take measurements from treated
samples
- Week 4: Repeat to acquire independent 

measurement/replicates
- Analysis/statistics



Integration into long term PI research goals

A brief summary of how this work integrated with 
Current research theme of the PI

REFERENCES

UP TO 10



Important Dates
Writing the 2025 NCOM Summer Fellowship 
Application Webinar (virtual presentation) 

Wednesday, December 11th at 1 PM

Call for Applications Friday, December 14th 

Applications Due Friday, February 7th  

Students Informed of Decisions Friday, April 4th  

Fellowship 8-wk 
Start and End Dates 
Between May-Aug*
2 weeks early start may take 
place during Fall and Spring 
Semesters (2024-2025)

Determined by you and your mentor
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