
	Norton College of Medicine
Phase 1 Class Officers Meeting Minutes
Thursday, April 10, 2025


	Chair:  Lawrence Chin, MD
Dean, Norton College of Medicine
	Start:  Noon
End:  1 pm
	Location:  via Webex

(Bolded names were present)

	Administration:
	Sharon Huard, Associate Dean of Student Affairs and Campus Life
Robert F. Ruiz, Interim VP of Educational Services & Dean of Student Affairs
Dana Mihaila, MD, PhD, Associate Dean of UME
Rajesh Davé, MD, MBA, Dean, Binghamton Campus
Leann Lesperance, MD, PhD, Associate Dean, Binghamton Campus
Holly Vanderhoff, PhD, Director for Student Counseling Services
Ryan Green, Director of Campus Activities
Holly Horn, Director of Student Affairs, Binghamton Clinical Campus
Terry Pudney, Director, Accreditation and Compliance
Lori M. Ferguson, Assistant to the VP of Educational Services and Dean of Student Affairs


	Class of 2027
	SYRACUSE CAMPUS:
President: Raquel Batista                    
Vice President: Hardik Bhaskar
Secretary: Michelle Robbins                                   
Treasurer: Himani Akula
Curriculum Reps: Colleen Magowan & Estelle Khairallah


Both Campuses:
Technology Rep: Saad Ahmad
Multicultural Rep: Zuri Williams



	BINGHAMTON CAMPUS:
President: Christopher Bushnell                        
Vice President: Veronica Rive
Secretary:  vacant                                  
Treasurer: Dan Pergel
Curriculum Reps: Brianna Rheaume


	Class of 2028
	President: Stevie Tchako-Tchokouassi                    
Vice President: Dante Whitmire
Secretary: Melody Sun                              
Treasurer: Opeyemi Lekan-Michael

	Curriculum Rep: Sejoon Jun & Chinna Njoku
Technology Rep: Shriya Agarwal
Multicultural Rep: Uwaoma Okwu-uwa
Binghamton Rep: Stephanie Ezeoke

	Invited Guests
	Jackie Hogan, President of AOA 
Nicholas Brennan, President of USG
Sonny Pohar, President of GHHS
Nathan Ihemeremadu, President of CAGB

	NCOM Dean’s Report:

Dr. Lawrence Chin
	Updates from NCOM
· Reminder: Dr. Chin has one more open office hour scheduled for this academic year: Thursday April 24 @ noon. If you would like to meet with Dean Chin at a different time, please email Barbara Glover for an appointment.

	Student Affairs
Associate Dean Sharon Huard


	· Reminder: Dean Huard has one more open office hour scheduled for Thursday, April 17 at noon. If you cannot attend that but would like to set up an appointment for either Dean Huard or Dean Ruiz, email Lori Ferguson.
· We had a successful Match Day on March 21, with a 99% match rate.
· Commencement ceremony will be held on May 4, 2025.
· We need to be mindful to include links to include students from both campuses.
· Dean Huard asked: Are there things that we can do to be helpful? 
· From Chris: In Binghamton, it is an adjustment to get used to the clerkship schedule. 
· From Veronica: Anything that the class of 2027 can do for the class of 2028 regarding Step prep or other issues, please let them know. The more exposure students can get to Step prep and all the resources, the better. 
· It would be nice if the school offered a free NBME code after each unit. Questions incorporated for each block. Early exposure is important. 
· The class of 2028 thanks the class of 2027 for all their feedback they have received – they have found it all very beneficial. 
· There was discussion about Step prep happening earlier in Phase 1. 
· Dr. Mihaila acknowledged that there has been discussion about these topics, and she is happy to hear from the officers about earlier Step prep and how to go about it. Stay tuned for more details. Dr. Mihaila will share this with CAPD and Phase 1 leaders. 
· How to prepare for Step while also studying for current exams: Strategies and ways to deal with Step prep while already having a full plate. UME is looking at different ways to make this happen. 

	Undergraduate Medical Education (UME) Report:

Dr. Dana Mihaila
	· Dr. Dana Mihaila: 
· Happy to see everyone! Please let us know how everything is going. See other comments in section above.

	Binghamton Clinical Campus:

Dr. Rajesh Dave,
Dr. Leann Lesperance &
Holly Horn
	· Dr. Leann Lesperance: Things seem to be going well with the integrated block. We had a pizza party with some residents and students.  
· Holly Horn – we’ve been meeting with the new clinical campus students, and everyone seems to be settling in.

	Terry Pudney, Director of Accreditationand Compliance

	No pertinent updates at this time.


	Dr. Holly Vanderhoff, StudentCounseling Services
	· New staff has been added to the Student Counseling office
· We have launched a survey for mental health

	Ryan Green, Director for Campus Activities
	We are in the middle of MS1 and 3 elections for the new academic year. Results will be shared next week. Ryan will update the Campus Life site soon with the new MS3 names. 

	
Class/Group Reports: 
	
Class of 2027: 
Binghamton campus:  All good so far. There were unknowns when moving to Bing., but they have been met with open arms. An event is being planned with the rising 4th year Bing. students. An AMBOSS discount has been organized. 

Syracuse campus: All good here. Regarding bubble period concerns, they are working with Dr. Mason. Also working on Phase 1 survey. Goal of the survey is to evaluate how Phase 1 prepared them to enter dedicated and enter clerkships. They are working with Lauren Germain. FIGS fundraiser is happening. A weekly newsletter has been going out to the entire class, and it has been well-received. It helps to keep both campuses connected. 


Class of 2028: 
Currently in Respiratory. Transitioning into getting into Step Prep and using UWorld. Starting to organize a social event with the class for later this month. A class Town Hall was held, instead of feedback forms. It was productive and they will continue to meet this way. Superlative activity is ongoing.  


INVITED GUESTS:

AOA/Jackie Hogan: 
GHHS/Sonny Pohar: 
USG/Nicholas Brennan:
CAGB/Nathan Iheremadu:





	Schedule of Meetings

All meetings will run from noon – 1 pm. 
	· This is the last meeting of the academic year.





