
	Norton College of Medicine
Class Officers Meeting Minutes
Thursday, January 15, 2026


	Chair:  Lawrence Chin, MD
Dean, Norton College of Medicine
	Start:  Noon
End:  1 pm
	Location:  via Teams
Bolded names were present

	Administration:
	Sharon Huard, Associate Dean of Student Affairs and Campus Life
Robert F. Ruiz, Interim VP of Educational Services & Dean of Student Affairs
Dana Mihaila, MD, PhD, Associate Dean of UME
Leonard Anderson, MD, Interim Dean, Binghamton Campus
Leann Lesperance, MD, PhD, Associate Dean, Binghamton Campus
Holly Vanderhoff, PhD, Director for Student Counseling Services
Ryan Green, Director of Campus Activities
Holly Horn, Director of Student Affairs, Binghamton Clinical Campus
Terry Pudney, Director, Accreditation and Compliance
Kaushal Nanavati, MD, Assistant Dean of Wellness
Lori M. Ferguson, Assistant to the VP of Educational Services and Dean of Student Affairs


	Class of 2026
	SYRACUSE CAMPUS: 
Pres.: Katherine Narvaez Mena                             
Vice President: Jacob Fagnani 
Secretary: Mariel Liebeskind                             
Treasurer: Tasiyah Essop 
Curriculum Rep: Laura Adams     
 
REPRESENTING BOTH CAMPUSES: 
Technology Rep: John Babich 
Multicultural Rep: Nia Brown 

	BINGHAMTON CAMPUS: 
President: Maushmi Chitale 
Vice President: Brady Iles
Secretary: Nia Johnson 
Treasurer: Matthew Infarinato 
Curriculum Rep.: Isaiah Pompo


	Class of 2027
	SYRACUSE CAMPUS:
President: Raquel Batista                    
Vice President: Hardik Bhaskar
Secretary: Michelle Robbins                                   
Treasurer: Himani Akula
Curriculum Reps: Estelle Khairallah


REPRESENTING BOTH CAMPUSES:
Technology Rep: Saad Ahmad
Multicultural Rep: Zuri Williams

	BINGHAMTON CAMPUS:
President: Christopher Bushnell                        
Vice President: Veronica Rive
Secretary:  Matthew Secondine                                
Treasurer: Dan Pergel
Curriculum Reps: Brianna Rheaume


	Class of 2028
	President: Stevie Tchako-Tchokouassi                    
Vice President: Dante Whitmire
Secretary: Melody Sun                              
Treasurer: Opeyemi Lekan-Michael

	Curriculum Rep: Sejoon Jun & Chinna Njoku
Technology Rep: Shriya Agarwal
Multicultural Rep: Uwaoma Okwu-uwa
Binghamton Rep: Stephanie Ezeoke


	Class of 2029
	President: Kathy Burke                   
Vice President: Kiersten Crawford
Secretary: Hannah Kim                            
Treasurer: Roshan Ramamoorthy
	Curriculum Reps: Alec Purcell & Aissata Samake
Technology Rep: Teja Buddhavarapu
Multicultural Rep: Auriole (Corel) Fassinou
Binghamton Rep: Jonathan Collard De Beaufort


	Invited Guests
	Peter Fioramonti, President of AOA 
Sanaea Bhagwager, President of USG
Ahmad Wady, President of GHHS
Chris Stanton, President of CAGB

	NCOM Dean’s Report:

Dr. Lawrence Chin
	Updates from NCOM:
· The school is preparing for the LCME accreditation visit scheduled for March 1, 2027.
· Current priorities include completing the Data Collection Instrument (DCI), documenting policies, and analyzing results from the Independent Student Analysis (ISA) to identify areas for improvement.
· Reminder: Dr. Chin has open office hours scheduled for this academic year; please check your emails for event announcements. 


	Robert F. Ruiz, Interim VP for Educational Services and Dean of Student Affairs


	· Happy New Year and welcome back class officers!
· We thank Dr. Davé for his years of service; he has recently retired from his position as the Dean of the Binghamton Clinical Campus. Please welcome Dr. Leonard Anderson as our new Interim Dean for the Binghamton Clinical Campus. 
· Reminder: Associate Dean Sharon Huard and Dean Robert Ruiz are offering open office hours for this academic year.  If you cannot attend a scheduled meeting but would like to set up an appointment for either Dean Huard or Dean Ruiz, contact Lori Ferguson.
· Student Affairs will be meeting soon with the newest member of our Upstate Spiritual Care team, Reverend Dr. Therese Howington. Reverend Dr. Howington will be an additional student support resource.
 

	Undergraduate Medical Education (UME) Report:

Dr. Dana Mihaila
	· not in attendance


	Binghamton Clinical Campus:

Dr. Leonard Anderson,
Dr. Leann Lesperance &
Holly Horn
	· Dr. Leonard Anderson: Happy to be here and looking forward to working with everyone. I am a long-time site director for Surgery. Any issues, please reach out at any time.
· Dr. Leann Lesperance: nothing to add
· Holly Horn: Students will transition to the campus in March for the first in-person "Transition to Clerkships" course. Integrated clerkships will follow.

	Terry Pudney, Director of Accreditationand Compliance

	· not in attendance


	Dr. Holly Vanderhoff, StudentCounseling Services
	Things are going well in SCS:
· Dr. Holly Vanderhoff reported record student usage of counseling services during the fall semester.
· The UFirst! mental health screening program for first-year students saw 22–23 participants, with about half transitioning to formal services.
· Fourth-year consultation appointments will soon be available to assist with the transition to residency.
· The "Art for Healing" group is scheduled to return in March.

· Question for Dr. Vanderhoff – is there more data available on the BetterMynd platform? 
· Dr. Vanderhoff noted that approximately 100 students have signed up for the platform, though a smaller fraction uses it ongoingly. Third-year students can self-refer to this platform.
· More data will be forthcoming, along with a reminder to students for the BetterMynd platform.


	Ryan Green, Director for Campus Activities
	
· Clubs and orgs leadership is currently transitioning from MS2s (who are in dedicated study) to MS1 students.
· Upcoming events: 
· Arctic Blast is Saturday, January 24, 2026, at the OnCenter.
· Match Day is confirmed for March 20th.
· Commencement "Save the Date" notices have been distributed to graduating students. Commencement is scheduled for May 3, 2026.


	
Class/Group Reports: 
	Class of 2026:

Syracuse campus/Binghamton campus: 
· Students are wrapping up interview season and preparing rank-order lists and Match.
· The commencement email from Ryan was helpful.
· A clothing drive for "We Rise Above the Streets Recovery Outreach Inc." is getting underway now. Donation boxes have been placed around campus.
· We are coordinating our day of service, which is planned for late February.


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Class of 2027: 

Binghamton campus:  everyone is doing well in Binghamton.

Syracuse campus: 
· Advocacy: Students organized an appreciation initiative for Environmental Services (EVS) staff.
· A DEI panel was held in which Dean Ruiz was a part of. 
· Many discussions happening for international students’ struggles, student financial stresses. A presentation regarding student financial difficulties in the current economy will be delivered to the Faculty Senate Winter Plenary will be happening tomorrow (1/16/2026).
· Elective Lottery: Following issues that left some students without schedules, the Registrar reran the lottery to ensure fairness. It was noted that UME and Student Affairs were very responsive to the class leaders’ concerns, and it was appreciated. There was a small hiccup when the rerun began this morning, but it was quickly resolved. The class does have a few more clarifying questions (which were sent to administration later in the day).



Class of 2028: 

· Shout out to UME and Mary Ann and the Academic Support Office – they have been great with communications regarding student resources, particularly the use of HyGuru.
· The class finished up Phase 1 with a high class average in BLR unit.
· Step 1 Prep: Students are in the dedicated study period and utilizing the HyGuru course and online platform. Communication is strong among the class for various resources used.
· Discord Initiative: A new schedule swap channel was successfully used for its first swap this year; thank you to Associate Dean Nicole Morgante for that initiative.
· We are going to plan a class get together before everyone begins their clerkships.

Q: By estimation, how many students stayed in SYR to study? 
· A good number of students went home to study; they are not on campus. There are not many in the library. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Class of 2029:

Everyone is doing very well. 
· Very happy that everyone passed the lab practical in MSK
· Halfway through ANA.
· POM individual evals are under way, getting feedback on performance is both humbling and exciting. 
· MS1s are taking over clubs and orgs leadership positions. 
· Ice skating event happened in the Fall, looking forward to a Spring event. 


Q: will class of 2027 get HyGuru for Step 2 prep?
· Dean Ruiz will investigate this with Dean Huard and UME and will let students know.



INVITED GUESTS:

AOA/Peter Fioramonti: not in attendance
GHHS/Ahmad Wady: not in attendance
USG/Sanaea Bhagwager: not in attendance
CAGB/Chris Stanton: not in attendance



	Schedule of Meetings
2025-2026 AY

All meetings will run from noon – 1 pm. 
	· Thursday, September 25, 2025: In-person with lunch served for both campuses 
· Tuesday, November 11, 2025:  via Teams
· Thursday, January 15, 2026: via Teams
· Tuesday, March 10, 2026: via Teams






