
	Norton College of Medicine
Class Officers Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, March 10, 2026


	Chair:  Lawrence Chin, MD
Dean, Norton College of Medicine
	Start:  Noon
End:  1 pm
	Location:  via Teams
Bolded names were present

	Administration:
	Sharon Huard, Associate Dean of Student Affairs and Campus Life
Robert F. Ruiz, Interim VP of Educational Services & Dean of Student Affairs
Dana Mihaila, MD, PhD, Associate Dean of UME
Leonard Anderson, MD, Interim Dean, Binghamton Campus
Leann Lesperance, MD, PhD, Associate Dean, Binghamton Campus
Holly Vanderhoff, PhD, Director for Student Counseling Services
Ryan Green, Director of Campus Activities
Holly Horn, Director of Student Affairs, Binghamton Clinical Campus
Terry Pudney, Director, Accreditation and Compliance
Kaushal Nanavati, MD, Assistant Dean of Wellness
Lori M. Ferguson, Assistant to the Dean of Student Affairs (recording officer)


	Class of 2026
	SYRACUSE CAMPUS: 
Pres.: Katherine Narvaez Mena                             
Vice President: Jacob Fagnani 
Secretary: Mariel Liebeskind                             
Treasurer: Tasiyah Essop 
Curriculum Rep: Laura Adams     
 
REPRESENTING BOTH CAMPUSES: 
Technology Rep: John Babich 
Multicultural Rep: Nia Brown 

	BINGHAMTON CAMPUS: 
President: Maushmi Chitale 
Vice President: Brady Iles
Secretary: Nia Johnson 
Treasurer: Matthew Infarinato 
Curriculum Rep.: Isaiah Pompo


	Class of 2027
	SYRACUSE CAMPUS:
President: Raquel Batista                    
Vice President: Hardik Bhaskar
Secretary: Michelle Robbins                                   
Treasurer: Himani Akula
Curriculum Reps: Estelle Khairallah


REPRESENTING BOTH CAMPUSES:
Technology Rep: Saad Ahmad
Multicultural Rep: Zuri Williams

	BINGHAMTON CAMPUS:
President: Christopher Bushnell                        
Vice President: Veronica Rive
Secretary:  Matthew Secondine                                
Treasurer: Dan Pergel
Curriculum Reps: Brianna Rheaume


	Class of 2028
	President: Stevie Tchako-Tchokouassi                    
Vice President: Dante Whitmire
Secretary: Melody Sun                              
Treasurer: Opeyemi Lekan-Michael

	Curriculum Rep: Sejoon Jun & Chinna Njoku
Technology Rep: Shriya Agarwal
Multicultural Rep: Uwaoma Okwu-uwa
Binghamton Rep: Stephanie Ezeoke


	Class of 2029
	President: Kathy Burke                   
Vice President: Kiersten Crawford
Secretary: Hannah Kim                            
Treasurer: Roshan Ramamoorthy
	Curriculum Reps: Alec Purcell & Aissata Samake
Technology Rep: Teja Buddhavarapu
Multicultural Rep: Auriole (Corel) Fassinou
Binghamton Rep: Jonathan Collard De Beaufort


	Invited Guests
	Peter Fioramonti, President of AOA 
Sanaea Bhagwager, President of USG
Ahmad Wady, President of GHHS
Chris Stanton, President of CAGB

	NCOM Dean’s Report:

Dr. Lawrence Chin
	Updates from NCOM:
· Reminder: Dr. Chin has open office hours scheduled for this academic year; please check your emails for event announcements. 
· Transition to clerkships happening now, and spring break coming up for some. 
· General updates: 
· Finance side – state budget currently in play and how much support will go to all the programs. We do not anticipate any major changes for SUNY. Changes to federal funding will not happen this year. AMSNY budget will not change. 
· There is no way to know about the scholarships at this point. Last year we received 17 or 18 of the total 36 scholarships that were given out. 
· The design company is actively working on the new annex building, which will impact Jacobsen Hall, Clark Tower, the CAB and the Bioethics building.  This will begin happening in about a year. We are looking at alternatives for everyone that will be displaced by this building project. 

	Sharon Huard, Associate Dean of Student Affairs and Campus Life


	· Reminder: Associate Dean Sharon Huard and Dean Robert Ruiz are offering open office hours for this academic year.  If you cannot attend a scheduled meeting but would like to set up an appointment for either Dean Huard or Dean Ruiz, contact Lori Ferguson.
 

	You Asked, We Answered
	• YOU ASKED: At our last NCOM Class Officer’s meeting, we spoke of the class of 2028 having access to Hyguru for Step 1 prep. A member of the class of 2027 asked about their class getting it for Step 2 prep as well. 
• OUR ANSWER: There is not a current plan to extend Hyguru for Step 2. It has been determined, at this time, that our resources are best used for Step 1 prep, as our data suggests that is where our students need more help. However, if you feel that more resources are needed in this area, please discuss with Associate Dean Huard.

(*This was overlooked/not read during the meeting but I wanted to include it in the minutes. ~Lori)



	Undergraduate Medical Education (UME) Report:

Dr. Dana Mihaila
	It’s a very exciting time for our students!
•1st year students – preparing to take the first CAS exam, which is an NBME exam. This is an opportunity to practice Step 1 type questions earlier in the curriculum.
· 2nd year students – transition to clerkships
· 3rd year students - finishing up clerkship year and starting electives, Ais, etc.
· 4th year students – Match Day!!!
Two faculty members will be working in a different capacity: Dr. Tom Poole is back at Upstate and will serve as NCOM lead advisor, and Dr. Amit Dhamoon will serve as a clinical career counselor. They are in addition to our great advising team. 


	Binghamton Clinical Campus:

Dr. Leonard Anderson,
Dr. Leann Lesperance &
Holly Horn
	
· Dr. Leann Lesperance: Our first in-person Transition to Clerkship is going well so far. Integrated block starts next week.


	Terry Pudney, Director of Accreditation and Compliance

	· LCME: Working groups have submitted all 12 standards final drafts to the writing team recently. Refinement is now in process. 
· Middle States: Same with Middle States, with 7 working groups submitting to the writing team
· GQ – 79% response rate so far, this is awesome! This is the highest participation rate we have seen out of a graduating class. The feedback from this helps us with continuous quality improvement and towards our re-accreditation with LCME. 
· From Estelle K. via chat: The ISA Task Force will be sending out an email update to all the classes hopefully within the next couple of weeks with some more info about the ISA.


	Dr. Holly Vanderhoff, Student Counseling Services
	• not in attendance

	Ryan Green, Director for Campus Activities
	Upcoming events: 
· Elections will start soon for student government. Intent to run forms open now. M2s and M4s, your elections will begin March 23.
· Match Day is March 20th.
· Regalia needs to be ordered by March 20th
· USG meetings are now available virtually, though virtual attendance does not count towards the attendance requirement. A question came up about the virtual attendance not counting (for example, with Binghamton students, or students in clinicals, who are trying to attend the meeting to meet requirements), as they want to make sure that accessibility is not an issue. It was suggested that a short survey be sent out to be sure there is no accessibility concerns.
· Commencement is scheduled for May 3, 2026.


	
Class/Group Reports: 
	Class of 2026:

Syracuse campus:  We are very excited about the upcoming Match.

Nia Johnson: Day of Service – collected a lot of donations, thank you to everyone that donated. Excited to talk to rising 4th years about service for them for next year. 

TTR was a hectic time regarding 2nd looks and the Day of Service. They are hoping to talk to administration about this in hopes for improvement for the next class.

Class celebration event coming up this Friday. Thanks to the Alumni Foundation for funding a lot of it. Class funds – there is some money left. Could they spend it on a basic stole for Commencment that says Class of 2026? Question was posed to Ryan. They will work with Ryan on this. Shout out to Dr. Mihaila and folks in administration for listening to them and working with the class on changes to the curriculum.  The class is grateful for the support over the last four years. 

Binghamton campus: no further updates


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Class of 2027: 

Binghamton campus:  Dedicated study is underway for many students. MS3 year is wrapping up, whether in elective period or in dedicated for Step 2. Mix of excitement and relief. The final shelf exam is this Friday.  Trivia event in Binghamton was great fun. A suturing clinic was held for pre-med students at Binghamton University in collaboration with LMSA Plus, for those interested in medicine. It was a nice way to connect with the pre-med students, but also a way for us to reflect on how much we have grown. We are excited for 4th year. 

Syracuse campus: (From Estelle K. via chat): In Syracuse we’ve updated the White Coat Ready Guide for the M2 class and have been working with UME to make sure the hospital student lounge is ready to go for the M2s. Otherwise all doing well!


Class of 2028: 

Everyone is excited and nervous for clerkships. Nice to be back on campus. Some are wondering about UWorld access for Step 2; as per Dr. Mihaila, students should contact the UME Office. Dean Huard will also speak to Mary Ann Grandinetta about this and will have her communicate to students on how to proceed for Step 2 prep.



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Class of 2029: 

The class is doing great. First NBME style exam coming up soon. A few students are applying to 3YP; should find out results by April 1. The Donor Memorial Service planning is underway and coming up soon.









INVITED GUESTS:

AOA/Peter Fioramonti: none
GHHS/Ahmad Wady: not in attendance
USG/Sanaea Bhagwager: not in attendance
CAGB/Chris Stanton: none



	Schedule of Meetings
2025-2026 AY

All meetings will run from noon – 1 pm. 
	· Thursday, September 25, 2025: In-person with lunch served for both campuses 
· Tuesday, November 11, 2025:  via Teams
· Thursday, January 15, 2026: via Teams
· Tuesday, March 10, 2026: via Teams






