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MAGNET MONTHLY
The Monthly Upstate Magnet Journey Newsletter
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MAGNET MATTERS: 
EXCELLENCE IN NURSING PRACTICE
Now that we have successfully submitted our
Magnet document to ANCC, we are awaiting the
outcome. This process typically takes 2 to 4
months. While we wait for updates on the status of
our Magnet document, we are preparing for next
steps which include planning a series of exciting
activities to ensure we are ready for the upcoming
site visit. Stay tuned for more details!  There is so
much more to come and hope that you all get
involved! We cannot wait to share what’s ahead as
we continue our journey toward Magnet
redesignation!!

Sincerely, 
The Magnet Team



WHAT IS HAPPENING NOW?
We have proudly submitted all 92 stories that showcase the
exceptional care we deliver at Upstate. Every day, we make a
meaningful difference for our patients by working toward
enhancing patient satisfaction, improving peer and staff
experience, and achieving better patient outcomes. This
commitment to excellence is at the heart of everything we do
here at Upstate which is made possible because each of you are
an Upstate Magnet Nurse!

HOW CAN YOU HELP?
Become a Magnet Champion for your area

Prepare for site visit by participating in our upcoming events 

Brightspace class - Magnet Ready - May/June 2025
Nurse Leader Lunch & Learn - Lead with Confidence - June 2025
Nursing Grand Rounds - May 2025 and September 2025
Magnet Immersion Fairs - Summer/Fall 2025
Workbook of sample appraiser questions 
Staff Pocket Guides 
Mock Site Visit - Date TBD

....Be on the look out for more details!!



Magnet Program Team

Sarah Fries, MSN, FNP-BC, NEA-BC
Deputy Director Community Hospital
Nursing Practice Excellence &
Magnet Recognition Program
Email: FriesS@upstate.edu
Phone: 315-492-5594

Denise M. Letourneau, DNP, RN, NEA-BC
Associate Director Nursing Practice Excellence
Magnet Program Director
Email: LetournD@upstate.edu
Phone: 315-464-6417

Lia Fischi, MSN, RN, ONC
Magnet Program Manager
Email: FischiL@upstate.edu
Phone: 315-464-6150

Anna Ioannidis, M.S., ED
Nursing Practice Excellence Assistant
Email: IoannidA@upstate.edu
Phone: 315-464-4439

Magnet Champion Chairs
Christopher Wieland, RN
Registered Nurse
Email: WielandC@upstate.edu

Alissa Padilla, BSN, RN
Registered Nurse
Email: Padillal@upstate.edu

MAGNET CONTACTS

Interested in
being a Magnet
Champion for

your unit?
Reach out to
your Nurse

Manager and
Magnet

Champion
Chairs


